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Memorandum to Ur. Bejmont 




Jn April, 2954, the Legal Attache, Parts, frwarded 
a report on Josephine Baker dealing with her race prejudice, 
which was submitted by the Political Section of the American 
Smhassy in Paris. The document goes into detail concerning 
her activities, primarily dealing with anti^Xlhited States 
statements and her fight for racial equality. In summing up, 
the report indicated that Baker appears to nave confined her 
\ political interests to the question of race prejudice, that 
€P Tiltfiough in several instances she has identified herself with 
communist supported causes, her main activities seem to have 
been limited to her association with a French organisation, 
, the ^'International league Against Maoism and Anti-Semitism 
^ (French ahhreviation LICAj. Baker in her statements wherein 
she represented this organisation indicated that she had 
suffered the terrible consequences of racial discrimination 
in the tfhitsd States and she was bent on exposing such 
conditions wherever she goes. According to this report, LICA 
was an ant i communist organisation. Although a number of the 
campaigns of LICA have coincided with campaigns backed by the 
communists, it does appear that the oraanization is entirely 
anticommunistJ^filQQ ^fdi^^fUO ^fijt^M^Apt^ ^Sf^iSk^^nki . 

In 1954 American newspapers carried accounts of a 
libel action that had been previously filed by Baker against 
Walter winohell and the Bearst Corporation for ^00^000. 
Baker in thia civil action alleged that Winohell had indicated 
that Baker wM a ^Ibscist, a communist or one leho consorts 
with communists, an anti-Semite, an anti-Negro, an enemy of 
the people of her own race, intelligently dishonest, a fraud, 
and a person of low or doubtful character.^ This action arose 
out of tfie Stork Club incidents 



Memorandum to Ur» Belmont 
SSt JOSEPHINE SAKSR 



_ The New York Office'a^vfieS'in Jfav, 2955, t?uxt an 

examination of the civil court docket for the United States 
District Court in New York City revealed that a Bpedal pre^ 
trial hearing had been held following which the oaee wob 
dismissed* 

An article in the ^Washinoton Star^ on May 6, 1954, 
date lined Tokyo-, indicated that Baker had issued a statement 
saipig that she planned a trip to Jtussia '^where many races live 
in harmony. ^ She adopted two Japanese boys while on a concert 
tour in Japan and stated ^she hoped the boys may one day 
follow the footsteps of^Paul Boheson 10^0 she described as o 
great man who has fought the battles for racial Justice and 
worldl-peace. ^ 



An article in the "Daily Worker' on April 13, 1956, 
ndicated ttiat Josephine Sake r sang her last adieu to the 
Paris stage on April 12, 1956, She sang for nore tftan an hour 
to a Jammed auditorium for her final performance of hsr aareer* 

m 

Subsequent information in Bureau files indicates 
that Baker has continued her travels throughout the worfd 
and continues her anti^Ohited States statements in lectures, 
and conferences. It appears that most of her activities have 
been in connection with or under the auspices of: the Inter^ 
national League Against Bacism and Anti-Semitism. 
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722-724 Oak Street - Cincinnati 6« Ohio 



April 1, I960 



I 




IxTii ^ration and Naturalization .Service and J, Edgar Hoover 
•V&^Mfigton. D. C. 

.ttf like many others, aa very concerned with the re-entrance 
O 

\ of Josephine 3aker into the United States. V/henever I aa in 

dou^^t I first take matters up vdth Gordon Schereri our Congressnian. 

In his reply he said he v:as advised that she was here on 
an "H" visa as a "temporary worker." Evidently, laniigration 
di5 not find it could refuse this visa and Issued it rather 
reluctantly. 

Be that as it may, I am sure you are more avare of 
Josephine Baker and her destructive attitude than we are, as we 
only have hearsay, whereas, you have records. Now, the ^oint 
of this letter is that I and several organizations of v;Iilch I an 
affiliated have a strong feeling that whoever scheduled , 
Josephine Bal:er*s appearance in Chicago should be investigated 

I f"" is rather serious that persons such as Josephine Balder*: can go 



' : can go 
stroy us i 



3t O "the world doing everything in their pov/er to de 

and then coae back and "break bread with us". -Jc about Judas. 

ffilAPRl&l960 ' 

. * he TOs a Piker compared to this kind. I would ^oipre elate , anii. 
^infometion you have to offer. 

Send your child to the Waterman School if you wish him to have 
iliscipline 9 trainings guidance and respect for law and order. 
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'4 




- w^^HHHWHH^WaiHI^^Mouule 62 -95834 -63 
reflects a summary regarding JosepUne Baker wbo has not been Investigated 
by, the Bureau but regarding whom there Is derogatory Information lb the 
files. In view of this, It is bellev^ above acknowledgement will be most 
satisfactory. 
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Mrsotor, FBI 
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Jfay I96Q 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



« * 




Wih r€f€r€ne€ U my talk wtth 




• ~ ^ * A»#r l« a dmotr ana on mjcpatrtaiwd - 
vnSM Statf cittMtn uho Aa« ^nkin^nt rsmtdMne* in • - 
JVttne« »u( r« now in ChfUtf StaUB* In tht • 

haa denounce d the Un ttmd States mi a number mf oeeaeidn^ 




T*b. Ri 
lagraa . 



,1. • i 7 

i'^Buftle^ 
TIBiJFWiU^ 



PE UNIT CD 




4-750 (2-7-79) 



xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATION 
FOlPA DELETED PAGE IMFORMATION SHEET 



/ Page(B) wHhheM entirely at this location in tlie file. One or more of the following statements, «riiere 
indicatedv Explain this deletion. ^ 



t Deleted urider exemption(B) 
^aterial available for release to you. 



with no Misregable 



O Infoimatlon pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 
O Infonnation pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 



O DocumenKs) originating with the following government &gency(ies) 



t was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



R^(8) referred for consultation to the following government agency<}e6); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



~ be advised of availability upon return of the matorial to the FBI. 



Page(s) withheld for the following reason(6): 



D For your infonnation: 

■- 



The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 



• 4 



xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

DELETED PAGE(S) 
NO DUPUCATION FEE 
FOR THIS PAGE 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 



rai/poJ 




J)€puty Attomty 0€n*r§l 




i 



J* 





t 

4 




' 1 




« r 



■3i 



UkjU, WW 

ill INFORMATION CW^?AI«®^«« JS' SiSSit "^-^ 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED : - . • . parsoo : ^ 

bad > eiM which Itfu bnken eat IB CalUonOa Ibout wUch I was going to um 
pertaining tb JoaephtofBltor. who wai »llowei» Into the CouDtgjKer»heh«^ ^^l^ 



orli 



been gemeoi > rlsa.. 



.advised the Atiorney Cenerai that we W tent the inlor ni^ioa to the m^9t^ 

and KatiiralLzaliOD Serrtee becaoa* tt waa not a matter within our jurladictioB; 

that ahe waa really sot oUglbla for ccAraact Into tba United Sta tea. but was altowd 
to eome IB and BO doiibt the praaa will bt getting hold of 







Tlse Attorney General Inqnircd aa to what her aatlonaltty waa, •^l 
told him It waa American, but I thought ahe had forfeited her Amerltan cltUenshlp 
Tci.c« .—A^v-B out French cUlaenahlp; that ahe trareled throughout the world; had been 
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dkmnlng the United Statea; had appeared IB , / 
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be«f Ui for tbt 8oTl«t CoTemmenl; ind in Franca aod ftaly had glT«n out mbU- 
AmerlcA{| materUl ovtr th* jttro. I oUUd when oht fir*t appU*d, b«r viM 
was denied, that it wzm appealed and apparently the Stale Oepartmant aad 
Justice Department had wairsd the restrictions and allowed hsr to coma Is 
ander aa exception. The AttoriMj General atatad ha did not rt meaibir thia 



1 



J told the Attorney General that he might think It wise to have aomebodr 
looic over the Baker ease because I thought It was going to break in the press 

and he might want to get Uit facts on It and be prepared to handle It. 
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The Attorney General thanked am for this information. 



Ttrjr trid/ yoars. 



John Edgar Booftr 
Director 
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UNITED STATES COVEki^MENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



J- 



■r.-A. H. Belaoat 



FROM 



Kr. F. 1. Oftl 



DATE 



Ib7 32, 1960 




subiect: ^OSEPBIME BADB... 

. -* . FBAHCl ALL INFORMATIO.n CONTATRED 

HEKEIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 




Tab. Hi 





D 





Hi 

M 



."if 



HenoraaduB for nr. Belsoat 

RE: JOSEPBINB BAKIE 





Josephine Baker, Bofile 62-95834, !• forMr Wm 

Slower and entertainer vfao spent aost of her career la Vranoe. 

While never Identified vltb the Oouualst Party direetlj, Baker 

■upport Ifl vrn-Vf^^ To cMttses lo which th e coaaualsts 
nag int e rpwfw. .f W^^^^^^^— mm^— — ^m^^^^^— — — — 



rroughout the 



1 _ „ 

1/ speaking has denounced the United States sad pointed up allesed 
/I '^atrocities** against Begroes la the Baited States 

• _ - - - 




ACTIOB ; 

• ,^ 

Above for your iaforaatioa. lay actioa aecessary 
vill be taken npoa receipt of details froa Los Aageles Off ics 
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Dote: 5/23/60 



Mr 

Mr. Mekr 



Transmit tbe following in 



Via 



•-4 



^4 





Mr. PftWBil 
Mr. BclTnA4* 
Mr. CallaKab 
Mr. Z>eLo»e 
Mr. Mftlont 
k Mr. McGui 
t Mr. Roten. 
i Mr. T^mm 
Mr 




AIRTEir 



(priori^ or ||«lAo^ ofMmUitig) 



TrQtlcT_ 
Mr. W^CJltOlHu 

Mr. larrtw 



Miai GftAdj. 



TOt 



FROm 



DIR£CTOR« 
SAC, VPO 




FBI (62-61132) ' 

ALL IKFOKMATIOir-CORTAIRED 
REKEIN IS UNCLASSiriED EXC0T 
WHIKE SHOWN OJHEKnSE, 




RetA teletype 5/22/60 • Indices VFO reflect lobkl 
newspaper, ^ Times - Herald,*' of 11/8/52, xarried item date 

lined Buenos Aires, HovJ 7 re; JOSEPHINE^AKER in which 
President EISENHOWER was subject of her bitter attack* 
BAKER asserted amone other derogatory remarks that famous 
.derman persecutions will seem like child's play now that 
Ike has been elected,** further **colored people in the U«S» 
'$ will suffer as they never have before,*" BAKER was Is 
Buenos Aires at the time and article states she has ** carried 

against V^S^ raclaJ^diecriminatlon.* 
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, T - Ket* Tork lK*tJ 

•! 1 - Sau Francisco (AM)^^>fi 




« «IUN 1 196 
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ADDTOved 
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8. 




San! 



^pacial Ageflt in Cborq ^^^ 




- r * 





to Bk:8 lAH rsAJiciioo 

LOS AIICSUS 
rm 01 RECTOR IBI 




ALL 1\oAaTI 





n LOS Ancajw isl mat mxTmn last. 





• KOTE ON YILLOW: 



DZ8O0MTXI0I imSTIGATXOII 1818 CASE 

ALL INFORWIAtlON CONTAIN 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIEI) 
0ATE.-i^s5biiBYs£dfl^ 






■imiTt'tVT'ia OS »it«r the liuwIaKii.biilty clyusrf fay *T 
AC Md WS. w» b»T« w> MipoMlblllty tor h«r actlvitlM and 

■bOttld B»t lBT*Stlg*t» tht* BEttvr. 



Tolso* . 

It 



CoUohafi 
Ttott»f 



L r T 

MAY 23 4960^^ 



B^^^ i***^ "^^^^ • ' 



Goady 



ZHnZZ mailhoomCD teletype umr 




it- 



if' .>,• -;' •. iIJU"! 



V I' I 



HEREIN IS, 



LIOR «1T>TAI1IED 

SS^ 



URGENT 9-23-60 
TO Dt RECTOR y FBI 



ntMM MMCMi 0* iMrCWtSAINM 

tt. s. pcmaiMf Ni flf justice 

cmaNMiciiMiNS sccmi 



PH 2-48 PM 



MAY 23 I960 •^N^ 

uaii^AtLINFORf^ATION 
HEREIN IS UNCU 



Mfv 

Mr. M "f^^i 



MC 



62-61132 AND SAC» SAN FRANCIECO 



FROM SAC9 LOS ANGELES 10$-9862 i-P 



■ " hi 



. ■ ■ .m * • " 



LOS ANGELES TEL HAY TWENTY-ONE* 



END AND ACK IN OftDER PLS 
VA 
SF 



5-56 Pn OK FBI VA MS 

OK FBI SF HPI|, t>. 
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Tronsmit the ioHoiring in 
AIRTEL 



^r)pe iji ploin text or code) 



(Priority or MttM efUoOiMg) 



I 

-i 
I 

L 



I TO 



\ 

FROI-1 



i * 



SUBJECT: 



DIEECTOR, FBI (62.&113gf 

ALL INFOE'lATION CONTAIN^ 
SAO. NEW YOBK (^^'S^ss) j^£RF||^ .ftSSiFlED 




Re Los Angeles teletype to Director and SACb ^ 
#NY, San Francisco and WFO, 5/21/60. 



Files of the NYO contain 




With regard^to^ JOSEPHINE BAKER. th6 



particular reierence to liY letter to tiie tureau" 
/^atcd 12/80/53. 




1 - San Francisco (lnfo)(RM) 
1 '-"Washington Field (Info)(RM) 
1 - s;cw York (62-8199) 



5 



Approved: — : ^f^^ — 
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F0I/DOJ 



The Attorney CeneraJ 



Jocephine Baker requested en May 2$^ i960, 

to be inierviewel_2u/_aaents 




'ic poiunteerea 

■e Had never been a eommuntst and vas pleased by the 
treatment she had received in the United States except 
/or Taub, She said hefpubJicity nan, Smest Fm Quirct, ' 
■fee mxs present during her interview, ms in San Francisco 
and Zes Angeles to publicise her chateau in France /er 
the tourist trade to France and she had planned to send 
money with him to France for her chateau and for her 
faaily but she had mo documents to send^ 

In view of the above, this Bureau is taking 
no further action in this mat term 



I tfr» Lawrence Walsh "v. 
Deputy Attorney General 
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UNITED STATES GOV^ ,^tdEST 

Memorandum 




Tokoft 
Poraon* 
Co 



TO 



FKOM 



Am E. Belvtont 



a 



Imont ^ - 
liohan 



date: uay 26, I96O 



Gulf* 
Roptrn . 

To mm 
TfJtll 



^ SUBJEGTf f 



Sm Bm Donahoe, 
O 

IS - IRAm 




I - Mr. Parsons 
I • Ur. Belmont 

ALL iriMJfUViMitviJt^w*^: 



L • > I 1 ft 1 






ITvaii 



oon 



1 lill^ 




Alher is a former Negro singer and entertainer who has 
spent most of her career in France. She has never been identified 
as a Comnumist Party member directly but has lent her support to 
comrsiunist causes and has denounced the llhited States on occasions 
in the pastp particularly inso far as 
Negroes in the United States^ 



\ 




h%mi I960 



i 



1^ 



1 



.2^ 



■I 





Afsmo to i4« J7« 



Belmont 




ACTION: 



We are taking no further action in this matter and 
so advising the Attorney General , State Department and INS in 
the enclosed letters. 









C V.' 1' 



0 




,Xe^aJ Attache, Ar/« (lOS-s^S^ 




^ireetor^ni (62 

JOSXPSINS BAOB 
ZifTBRKAL SSODBITT - FRJJKX 




I ■ - y 



Tokon _ 
Ifehr 

BtlBont . 
CallohQn 
D»Looel) 
MsloM . 
UcGuln . 

TawD 

TrettM _ 



I 




• Subject, hotn in 290$ or J906 in St. Louie, Mieeouri, 

ie at preaent in t?ie United Statee appearing in night 
clubs ae a einger and daneer, JH 2937 ohe gave ttp her 
United Statee eitieenehip arid became a French eitisen. 
She hoe resided for the meet part mince J9£k in li-anem. 
She ia married to one Jo Bou22ionm 



•J 




a mhou2a contact the Tiaa Section, Department 

9 «w fSt. State, for the mame purpoae, information obtained aa 
e ^ a.-reau2t ahou2d be mubmitted in form editable for 
semination. 



t ■* 



2 - Baahington Field 



AO, iRFomunoN comiRED 

REREIK IS UNCLASSIFIED SXCffT 
VHERS SHOWV OTHERffl SX. 



2 - Foreign Liaiaon Otit (Route through for review 



IIIAIIXDK7 

JUN3 I960 

OOMM-FBI 




bBI 



10 JUN S .1960 



WjC» SttlUvoa 



MAIL ROOM 





\ 



.* • J- 



* 



1 , 



i - Jfr. >ar«ona 
JTr. Belmont 

1 Mr, Donahoe 

2 ' ifi'. B§11 
2 - UaUm 




* - . < 

■v..} 

-i 



-: .1 



♦ • • 

2>at€» 

I 

jn9# 



Miy 2p0 2960 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED :- - 



J. > T •* t 



OfftC€ 9f SecurStf 
Dtpartment #/ Stat€ 



John Sdgar Bomr, 2>tr€ct0r 



I 

'V 



5> 



Subject i JOSEPHINE BAKSn 

INTERNAL SSCURITT • FBANOt 



es 0/ Joaephtfu 



Befer«nc€ ta made to mu letter dated 
May 24-, I960, concerning the aetlviti 
Baker and the elJegattona made againat her hy har 
manager, William TaM^^ - 



hlO\ 
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. Offtct •/ S*turttf 




•htnca nevtr b««n a eonaun/«t mnd m« pl^aatd hy ih* 
treatment mhe had recetpti in the Uhtttd States exetpt 
for Taub» She eaid her publicity mang Smeet F, Quirot, 
MDho wa* present during JUr interview, was in San Franeimtn 
and Lob Angelee to publieiMe her efiateau in France for 
the touriet trade to France and ohe had planned to aond 
money with Mm to France for her chateau and for her 
family but ohe had no doeumento toMendmr 

JH Piew of the mbopot thio Bureau to taking 
no. further motion in thio matter* 

m • ■ ^ ■ 

ZwmigraU^n mnd JtaturaJiMattM S9rpi99 
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4 



■;.4 



ft*- 



<1 




nOEMl BUREAU Of rNvtSTIflATION 
*■ *, DEPAKTHrNT Of JUSnCF 

COKMUNICATiONS SECTKlil 

MAY 25 I960 . 





r 




IIRGENT 5-25-«0 6-07 P« PDST 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAC, lOS ANGELES 
FROM SAC, SAN FRANCISCO 9f 



^TlnM 



Mr Tolsci 

Mr. Parsoni 
Mr. B<4mofit. 
Mr. Callah&iL 
Mr, Del^oach. 
Mr. Malone^ 
Mr. McGui 
Mr. EotdL 
Mr. TazxtsL 



Mr.. Tnitur 
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7t 



.... 



m 



f 



FAjpE riv£ 





SHE VOLUNTEEREJLIHAT SHD JiAB J<E\tEILJ.EEW A COHMUNI ST AMD 
¥ AS PLEASED BY THE TREATMENT ^KE JWO RECEIVED tH THE U.S. CXCEFT 
FOR TAUB« SHE SAID HER PUBLICITY HAN, ERNEST F* QUIROT VHO VAS 



. PRESENT VHILE SHE TALKED WITH^ AGENTS^ WAS IN SF AND LA TO PUBLICIZE 
HER CHATEAU IN FRANCE FOR THE TOURIST TRADE TO FRANCE AND SHE HAD 



L « M. ^ 1 k • I 



rL^titi]LD TU SLfiD mwLi viTH Hill TO MCAn(;x. ¥QH ikm t;nAi£.Au Any fuii 



HER FAMXL2L BUI. SHE HAD NO DOCUMENTS TO SEND. 





FURTHER INVESTIGATION SF» NO REPORT BEING SUBMITTED. tUC* 
END AND ACX PLS« . - • . 



»-29 ni^X FBI VA MS 
LA ' OX FBI LA KR 
MTU DISV ; 




VEKNl 

Memorandum 



mm MO, «• 

UNITED STATES OOVEKRMENT 



0 



TO 



ntoM 



UK. h*ALLXERX ' 



S. J. PIPICB 

JOSEPHDTE iiXER 
IS - fSASCE 





Trellar ___ 
V.C. SullivaD _ 
Tab.Reoa 



Gatdr 




ACTION: 



of the Katlonalitlcs latelllgence Section 



e attention 



SJP/n 
(5) 



H^iir: i:^ -uci-.-— ntD except 



1 
1 
I 
1 



Ifr. Donah oe 
Mr. Eayne 
Liaison 
Mr. Papich 



( 



■ I. ■ ■ 



tUSS.IT 



01 







.i<£C-24 ^p^^ /r72 7 





5 0 JUN 2 0 19S0 




, \ . If 



I. 1 ■ ' 



A - - . . -f. 



N - 




) 




THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE 
UNfTED STATES OF AMERICA 

American Bnabassy 
Paris Q, Ffance ^ 




JuM 9, 1960 
i^ector, FBI 



Legat, Paria 

O ' 

JOSEP HI NE BAKta 

INTERNAL SECTJRITY - PRANCE 



RaBulet 6/3/6D. 



■ ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
; HEREIN IS U:i:'^LASS!FIEO 
(62.9S83uDATE4J^js^BYi!ed4!S^e$^ 

(los-aiS) , . . 



Enclosed herewith pursuant to Bureau instructions 
/>f referenced letter are five copies of a letterhead memorandum 
I in captioned matter suitable for dissemination. 

^J>li "f!F. J0l!n)fGGINS, U. S. Consul, U. S. Smb|fl^ Paris, 

XFrance, on 6/8/60 advised he' is familiar with ctptioned . 
LNi subject »s case, hiving handled much correspondence in subject «s 
V. visa flle"ln the past and having interviewed her ftn several 
V^rS )v occasions.' He Volunteered that Jf/ILLUfMi* IJiUTThas been the - 

P /^l^l . ^ manager of Miss BAKER «s wsll fs several French 




^ ' \<* 

mm 



D^jP"^ mjc 

7 " Bureau (Ends. 



5*^ 



10 JUN 161960 




r 



l4 



Direct or* FBI 



June 9j 1960 




J Subject's visa file reflects the subject was being 
"ln?)orted" to the U. S. by TATJB to do a song albmn for RCA 
perform at the Regal Theater, Chicago, Illinois. This 
sane file reflects subject was arraigned In court In Quebec 
Jr, on November 11, 1955» on fraud charges on a complaint by 
WILLIAM L. TAUB. Final disposition not shown* 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INTESTIGATION 



f 



ALL INFORfMTlOM CONTAlNEa 
HEREIi: iS Ul-^CLASSlFiEO 



BincTon IS, n. e> 



June 9, 1960 




J 



i 

On June 8, I960, Mr. CHARLES SELAK, Visa Section, 
U* S, Embassy t Paris, advised that his office In inld-1959 
received Information which Indicated Kiss BAKER would moan 
request a visa to enter the United States. In order ta 
forestall any difficulty Involved in the Issuance of a visa 
to Miss BAKER, It was deemed advisable by the Visa Section, 
U. S* Embassy, Paris, to furalsh Miss BAKER'S complete back- 
ground history to the Department of State so that the Depart- 
ment would have sufficient time to examine her case prior to 
•"an actual request In order to ascertain whether Miss BAKER 
qualified for a nonlmmlgratlon visa* 

Mr. SELAK stated his Department by Departmeht of 
State Cable No. 12^0, dat.-d September l6, 1959^ advised that 
Miss BAIIER was not considered Iheliglble under Section 
212(a)(27)(28) or (29) of the Immigration and Nationality Act 
of 1952 which authorized the Issuance of a visa to Hiss BAKER 
in the event she so requested one* . - - - 

Miss BAK^, according to Mr. SELAK, applied for a 
Tlsa to visit the United States In early February, I960. On 
/.^'ebruary 8, I960, an H-1 visa (issued to temporary vlsltora 
of distinguished merit) was given to Hiss BAKER* She departed 
from Orly, Prance, at 1 p.m* on February 10, I960, via Air 
Prance, and arrived at New York City on February 10, 1960, 
at 3 p*m* 

Mr. JOHN DIGOINS, U« S* Consul, Visa Section, TJ. S^ 
Embassy, Paris, on June 8, I960, advised he Interviewed 
Klaa BAKER prior to the Isaaance of her H*l visa on February 6, 
I960. He stated that the issuance of this visa was considered 
/ a routine matter and did Hot entail any hearings* 

Ihife document contains neither ^ ,r 

' t ree^mmendatinns nor condusir^ns of 

the FBI. It is the property of 
ilie FBI and is l-anrd to y.ur agency; 
k and its contort-; arc not to be 
^ distributed out^iid-.^ y- ur agency. 
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PBI/DOJ 



Report Form 



FEDERAL BUREA 




\ V 



INVESTIGATION 



REPOMTING OFFICK 



LC8 ANCEIES 



oprice or origin 



LOS ANOBIES 




THfU OF CASE 




f 



I 



■NvcsTioATivi: mwo 

5/2 1/50-7 AO/60 




CHARAaER OF CASE 



MISCELIAJEOIB - 
INFORMATION CONCERNINa 

ALL INTOraiATION CONTAINED 



HLi'J^Lli lb UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 



REFERENCES: 




'1 



IP 



i § 



Los Angeles teletype to Bureau^ New York, 
San Francisco, and Washington Field, 
dated 5/21/60. 

San Francisco teletype to Bui^e&u and Lo8 

Angeles dated 5/23/0O, 

Los Angeles teletype to Bureau and San 

Francisco dated 5/24/60. 

San Francisco teletype to Bureau and los 

Angeles dated 5/24/^0. 

Washington Field alrtel to Bureau dated 

5/23/60. 

San FZ*anclsco teletype to Bureau and Los 

Angeles dated 5/25/50, 

New York alrtel to' Bureau dated 5/24/50. 

San Francisco teletype to Bureau and Los 

Angeles dated 5/27/0O. 

Washington Field alrtel to Bureau dated 

6/3/60. 

g^hjL^to n Field alrtel to Bureau dated 



'J 



•FCCIAL AOENrr _ 
IN CHAilGC 



lES MADE: 




DO NOT WRnX IN SPACES BELOW 



(5^^ Bu£»eau (62-61132) (MG^ 
jL - INS, Los Angeles 

(REOISTEREDy 

1 - New York (62-8l99)(Info)(REQls5ERED) NO^ P^*;*" ^'•'^ 
1 - San Francisco (Info) (REGISTERED) lg2 AUG It 1960 
I - Washington Field (100-37723) 

(REGISTERED) \ -■ ^ 

3 -LOS Angeles (105-5862) 




V 



) 



V 



1. 




7 AUG1219S0 



PROPERTY OF FBI. — This report is loaned to you by the FBJ, end neither it nor its contents Are to be distributed outside the egency to which loaned. 

GPO: I9M O -4S400S 



4-750 (2-7-79) ( ( 



xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOiPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



/ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
iDdic4te4r explain this deletion. 

iH^eleted under exemption(s) _ with no segregable 

^ material available for release to you. 

. Information pertained only to a third peu'ty with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
Q Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only, 
n Document(s) originating with the following government agencydes) 



, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



^ge(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 



Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 



CD For your infonmation: 



following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 



xxxxxx 

www 

xxxxxx 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 



X 
X 



DELETED PAGE(S) 

NO DUPLICATION FEE X 

FOR THIS PAGE X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 



I 



■'i 

-\ 



f 



• .»' 

t- y* 
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lA 105-5862 



f 



MISCELIANEOUS 



Information copies of this report have been 
• designated for the New York, San Francisco, and Washington 

Field Office, since they have conducted Investigations in 
■ this case and for the completion of their respective files, 



I 



■ • \ 

^1 




-Si 



- C* - 

COVER PAGE 






UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Copy to, f INS^ LC6 ANOEIES 



Rtpert of: 




FI«I4 Oflica PiU $t 



TMki 



JUL £C 1S6C 

Lob Armeies 105 -5862 




REGISTERED) 



QI^LCG ANGEI£S« CALIFORNIA 



62-61132 




AIL TI7F0PVATI0N CONTATRH) 
HEREIN IS IWCLASSTFTED EXCEPT 
KUSS SHOVN OIHmyiSE. ■ - 



MISCELIANEOIB - IKPQRMATION Ca^CERNlNO 



'Sy<t«p«> 




'evious publications Indicated BAKtCR was to az^ve m 

Lria on 4/22/60. Subsequent pubXcatlons indicated BAKER and 
PAPICH-were arrested by Quebec, Canada, provincial officers 
on a warrant by TAUB chargli^ them with bringing allegedly 
stolen clothing and music from U. S. to Canada, Both were 
acquitted at Montreal when TAUB failed to appear in court, 
ft^vioua Infoiroation regardir^ BAKER set forth. 




- C - 




miiFunn _ m . 



Thu doevBMt eootatna o«ith«r rveonnwdotloos nor eoneluBloDs of th« FBI. II t* tb« prop«rtr of tb» FBI and is loao«d to 
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Investigator, 
Service 



LA 105-3862 

On May 24, I96O, 
District Office, Ixml^ratlon and Nattir 

Xo^Ar^ele^^elgphonlcally advised SA «|^^HH^HH^that 
H|H|HlilHHr ^^^^^ Kreneh Ib88porrmraDe^^&T4D9, «ho 
was Dorn on juiy 22, I898, arrived In Los Alleles early 
In the morning of May 2k, 196O, and departed that sane day 
via United Air Lines for San Frandeco where he could be 
reached at 322 Ge£U?y Street. 




According to ^^^H^ his Investigation regarding 

JQ6i£HlXNE BAKSR, aka Jose^lne Baker Bouillon, has established 
that she recently entered the United States as an H-1 
visitor pursuant to a petition that was filed at New York, 
New York, Proo about April 27j I960, until Sunday evening. 
May 22, I96O, BAKER resided at the Chateau Mannount, 8221 
Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles. On May 22, i960, she left 
los Angeles for San Francisco where she was to appear at 
the Alcazar ISieater. Miss BAKER opened on April 29, I960, 
at the Huntington-Hartford Bieater, 1615 North Vine Street^ 
los Angeles, and closed with her final perfozioance on 
May 14, i960. In this production there were four 
t>esldes Miss BAKER's appearance, The produ 

and the stage manager was 




. /try 




4-750 <Z.7-7J*> 



^' xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 
xxxxxx 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOlPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SNEET 




Page(8) withheld entirely at this location in the fll^. One or more of the following statements* where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 




r Deleted under exemption<s) I /j/CL>^ /^^y L€Jj/ with no sefi;regable 

> material available for release to you. 



; — t .Infonnation pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 

[Zl Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

Q Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies) 



« was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 



^Rage(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



g be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 



Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 



For your infonnation: 




The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 



XXXXXXKXXXXXXXXXXXX 

^ \ DELETED PAGE<S) \ 

j? NO DUPUCATION FEE \ 

XXXXXX X FOR THIS PAGE X 

XXXXXX xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxx 



SI 



.'TV 



1^3 



3 



•9 

I 
3 

I 






except for TAUB. According to BAKER« ber puibllclty nan, 
ERNEST F. QUIROT Mas In San RTancleco and Los Alleles to 
publicize her chateau in France for the tourist trade to France. 
She had planned to send noney with hin to France for her a 
chateau and for her family hot she had no document b to send. 




The March 13, i960 Issue of the "Sally Variety," 
a show world publication of Hollywood, California, contained 

Huntington," indicating that producer WILLIAM L. TAUB, in 
association with RCA, Is producing the revue, and that TAUB 
"is In town negotiating for a suitable site. Also, according 
to this article. Miss BAKER arrives In the U» S. frcn Airls 
April 22. " 

Hie May 2, I96O Issue of the North Hollywood, 
.California, "Valley Tines'* carried an article entitled. 

Interesting Reception on Return Indicating Deputy Sheriff's 
wefe looking for international star, JOBEHilNS BAKER, to serve 
h^r with an order to appear in Superior Court on Nay 9, for 
a hearing In connection with a Judgement In the amount of 
|3«312.Qp obtained against BAKER by attorney SIDNEY BARTGN. 
The lawyer claimed BAKER o\fed him the amount for legal services 
rendered In a 1952 tax problem. She Judgement was awarded to 
BAR^pN in San Francisco in 1933* 

- 13 - 



LA 105-5862 

•f 

' The June 13« 1960, Issue of the Los Angeles 
Evening ^rald -Express" nevrspaper ceirrlecl an article 
ditellned "Montreal, June 15, (UPI)", indlcatli^ international 
entertainer JQSEfHINB BAKER and her sianager, SOEFHEN PAFICH, 
were arrested by four Quebec provincial officers the previous 
night at the Faisan Blue Klght Club In suburban St, Martin on 
a mrarrant taken out by New York Inpresarlo WILLIAM TAUB, 
signed by Judge RENE TOIHF.RCE, cha^z« BAKER and FAPICB 
with bringing allegedly stolen elothli^ and music fron the 
United States Into Canada. Both were released on $1,000.00 
cash ball each and both were represented before Judge IHIISBRGC 
by Attorney REGINAID TORHAY. 

~ The June 17, i960 Issue of the Los Alleles Evenli^ 

"Hei'ald -Express" newspaper carried an article datellned ' 
"Montreal, June I7 (UPl)" lndlcatli« entertainer JOBEIHINE 
BAKER and her director, STEISEN PAPICH,were acquitted by Judge 
M. A, BLAIS, who threw out a charge brought by New York ' 
Impresario WILLIAM L. TAUB chargli^ them with brli«li« Into' 
Canada frcm the United States about $10,000.00 worth of 
allegedly stolen clothing and naislc. TAUB failed to appear In 
wwiAx-w. «xnxwu\ aiju x-Ax-xvn, «ccor\]ii^ vnt; arviCiB, were -' 
represented by Attorney HIIL CUTIER, 
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with 



KB: JC6ER1INE BAKER^ aka Jo £&ker« 
Josephine Baker Bouillon 



Thex^ were 




this Individual 

h10 ■ 

The records of the Zos Angeles QTficej FBI, contain 
the following previous infonnatlOD regardii^ JOSEfHSiB BAKER: 
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t ^«>11«»1«« Infomatlon appeared In ttit Dally 

reopie's iioMas > 

• ■ 

« - ^ f*?^"' 1^51 iBBue earrled an article entitled* \ 
A Qreat Artist Stopped the Show to Tell the Story of HcCBB.* 
According to thlB article^ JQSEIHINE BAKER put aside her 
regular perfomanee at the Pox lheater« Los Alleles . last 
i^2tf?^» alnutea told her audience the story 

of V2LL1B NeGEB, Mississippi f^ame-iip vlctJa, ^ 
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at 

9t 



Die July 13, 1931 Issue carried an article exitltled, 
'*J06ERiDaE BAKER Tells Musicians 1*11 Be Ihere." According 
to this article BAKER would attend Sunday *s meeting at 
HJoanlstos Hall« Los Angeles, to help unite Negro and white 
Buslclans Into one local union, climaxing the campaign to 
amalgamate locals 767 and 47, A.F. of L, and ending the 
segregation that has existed for years. 



me irebx*uary ^, 195^ issue carried an ari^xCM 
entitled, "KOGBE, FkTTEBSW, BAKER Stroposed for Medal," 
Accordir« to this article, unless the 1951 Splngam Medal 
is goii« to the late HARRY T. MOORE, or to WILLZAN L. 
PATTERS CN, Executive Secretary, CRC, It rightfully belongs 
to the Incomparable JC6EIU1NE BAKER. 

y The February 19, 1932 issue carried an article 
entitled^ "College I^per Scores Bollution of Bigotry. 

appearii« in the February 14, 1952 issue of "College Times," 
the campus newspaper of the Los Angeles State College, 
JGSEHilME BAKER, among Others^ la named as a talented fighter 
for Negro fk^edon. i 

Ihe "Daily People's Vorldt" now known as *ttoople*a 
Vorld," is a Vest Coast CoDomunist newspaper. : ^ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF BTVESTIGATIGN 
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3 In Reply, Plrfase Refer to 

?lle No. lQ^-5862 

1 
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Character g^Rg^j^^^ - INFORMATION 



i 

^^^^^^^^^^^^eference Los Armeies report of 

dated and captioned as above. 



^ All sources (except any listed below) ueed In 

^ referenced communication have furnished reliable 



Information In the past« 



This document contains nelttier recGmmendatlons nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the 
FBI and Is loaned to your agency; It and Its contents \i7 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. i ^ ^ 
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* UNITED STATES GOT'^aNMENT 

* Memorandum 

TO f DIRECTOR, FBI (62-956314-) 7/20/60 
SAC, VFO (105-36060) 

JOSEPHINE SuOiR A«x ^''^f ^^.^ 

IS - FRANCE MXiZj^^i-^, /T"-^ 




RAulet 6/3/60. 



Rasults of a obeek of the rooords of the Security 
and Visa Offices, Department of State, have not as yet been 
made available* 

• * 

The Biareau will be promptly advised when the 
results of this request are furnished* 



Bureau 



. 0 I i- ■ 



1- VFO 
erm 




UL INFORMATION CONTAINED «. ^ 




17 JUL 21 I960 




ftA.mL271960 



v> • .v;rt : ' . . ^ -V r.^v^i'^^:^ ^IX^i^^^^^^^''^- .V v ;*'-^ 



- ^ 



^ |. lJ>nT£D STATES 

' 'jMemoru 



Ient 





-I 



TO 



subject: 
I 




DStBCXOR^ FBI (62*95834) 



9/14/60 



^AC, WO (105-36060) 



CHANGED 

JOSEPHIMMXKER, 
Josephine B*ker Botiillion 
I5-FRANCE 




VDSI ^ 



IS - 



J1 




ReBulet and VFOlet 7/20, 

The ^itle is belne Marked "^jKanei^*' %o reflect thm 
aaae of subject as JOSEPHIKE BAKER qOUILLIOM w hich Aane la 
contained in the Depamen^ ot State recorda aa well aa IBS 
recorda • 

V Encloaed for the Bux^au are flTC copiea of a lette: 

head aemo, da^ed as aboTO^ and captioned "JOSEPHINS PACTR 
BOUILLIONj Internal Securitj-»Pranoe«* 




\S ~ Bureau 



^ WO 



a SEP 14 1969 
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WPO- 1C5-36060 





Records of INS were checked by SE 

I The attached letterhead memorandum is being classified 

"Confidential" to conform with the classifications of the 
State Department information which is set out therein. 
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UNITED STATES DEPABTMENT OF JUSTICE 
rSDZBAL BVMKAV 09 IRYKflTICATIOS 




r 



6«pt«Bbw> 14^ I960 

/ 7 



JOSBFHISE BAKER BOUILLZDH 

INTERNAL SECURITT-PRAggR 









NTIAL 



JOSEPHINE fiAKER BOUILLION 

-T On August 24, I960, the records of Central Office, 
lininigifation and Naturalization Service, Washington, D« C, were 
• checked which reflected that Josephine Bouillion, bom 
^June 3, 1906, at St. Louis, Hissouri, had been admitted to the 
United States at New York City on February 10, I960, valid 
until March 10, I960. She traveled on French passport number S. 
These records reflect that Bouillion departed from the 
Vnited States at Idlewild Airport, New York City, on March A. I960, 
en route po Paris. 



Tliis d?cutn*m contain! n*ith«r 
fttcomjDe&dotioni nor cocduaioot el 
t>i« n2J. ]| k the property of 
the FPI and la loared to youj ^ 
Jl and its ccnfenU me not to b% 
distributed outside ytm ogencf. 
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Mr 



CaJlaha 




f 



UL INFORMATION CONTAI 
'iEREIN IS U:>'CLASSlF!Ep ,5. 




Mr* 3. Edgar Hoover 

Tedral Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D«C* ' 

Dear Kr* Hoover. 




Recently the Attorney-Gejieral of the United Statef , Robert 
Kennedy, Issued a statement to the effect that you had told 
him there were no Communists Involved in the- various Kegro 
organizations such as, KAACf, SOLO, COR£, SITCCi national' 
Urban League, etc. I took this to mean none of the current 
l\egro leaders were considered to be Communists. I^'do not 
remember Mr. Kennedy's exact words concerning this,* 

However, Just the other day, I heard a different Version of 
this story. In o\ir city ve have a radio |)rogram called "Party 
Line'\ Citizens of Memphis call and discuss varied and sundry 
subjects with the moderator of this program, and it attracts 
a listening audience of many thousands. On a recent program, 
during the course of a discussion concerning "possible Com^; 
munlst activity in the current Negro movement", one of the_* 
people heard quite often on the program stated she had recQ^V^d 
% ietter from you in which you said you had not given Mr. > 
Kennedy the information his statement claimed you did. Was '^he/ 
statement he gave the press factual, Mr. Hoover, or was it*il* 
falsehood ? To what extent, if any, are Communists involved^, 
in the present social dls-ordere ? Does the Bureau consideB^* 
that the Highlander Polk School was Communistic 7 If so, o:^ 
what possible significance, if any^ is Martin' Luther King's^^ 
connection with them f 





'V 



I also wish to Inquire about Josephine jBaker. I read in today's 
iicv3 paper that she was planning to come from Paris, in order 
to participate in the Washington march. The last I heard of this 
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/ ^ 



^ 
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woman vas when Bhe and Paul Robeson were denied passports, 
80 they could not leave the country. To the best of my re- 
collectlon^ she managed to leave illegally and make her way 
to South America* The Information at that time 9 as I recall » 
was that Miss Baker and Mr. Boheson were Communists , and their 
.actlV^itles abroad were such as to be detrimental to our country 
It f eemed they were both extremely active In the CommunlBt 
cauB^ and vehement In their denunciation of the United States* 
Is she now welcome to return to this country 7 

I would appreciate hearing from you, as I am most anxious to 
havf the questions raised in this letter answered. 

Thanking you in .advance ^ I am 



Very truly yoUrS, 




■•.1 b , 



< 





August 29, 196S 



' " •if- 




empmsy Tenaessee 
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'^ugUst 25tb and aslced ne to expl^ that informatioa 



Mr. Hoover received your leUer of 



•* 



Contained in the Hies of thelFBI nmsk be maintained as 




'coaUdeDtial in accordance mltjx rc^ulaUons oC the 

^ ' ^ M-i<-_ 

Department ol Justice and ia^vaiMble for official use 
ODl)f Be regrets that be Is unable to be of help In this 



t 



reasons for this policy* 

^ 




-.AT _ 




Secretary 



rWS 

Coflvod _ 



DftLooch 



35f 



. -MOTE: Correspondent te not identifiable In BufiVes.^jl»9 '^ 2 
organizations to which she referred are prominent in Ute 

^ civil rights controversy. Josephine Baker, subject of &|Ml^ 
JTj.k 62-95834, is a night club singer who surrendered 3ier ,^,S^,PlP^^^^ 



'ft * Tov« 
Holaee 




citizenship in 1937 and became a French citizen. She has 

s..iiv«, Vi^ 7^ \^returned to the United States to appear in entertainment programs 
— V \Paul Robeson is a weU-toown Negro American singer, 

P9 wra^fti' 
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MAY 1W ■DITICN 



TO 



UNITED STATES GO^'ERNMENT 

Memoramum 




moM 



subject: 




Director, FBI (62-93834) 
Legate Buenos Aires (103-394) (RUe) 



date: 11/30/66 



its A 



f 




BOUILLON 



9^ 




9AV66, Legat, Mexico let 



to Director, 9/19/66 ana BU R/s 10/4/66. 

Attached hreto is a newspaper article which ap- 
peared in the Spanish language daily "La Razon" (Reason) 
published at Buenos Aires, edition of 8/18/66 relative to 
the arrival of the Subject and her adopted family at Buenos 
Aires, Argentina. 

Inasmuch as this article would appear to contain 
pertinent background information regarding Subject, her 
htjsband and adopted family, it is recommended that the Bi;^eau 
consider translating the material in the article, furnishing 
copies thereof to WO and Legat, Mexico for their Inforaa- 
tion and possible use. 

m 

Inasmuch as no further specific leads are out- 
standing in this matter in the Buenos Aires territory, this 



V; 



;.U4(^ Auvtt. 



AH. IK70FKATI0N CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
KHERE SHOITN OTHERWISE. 

, Bureau (1 - Liaison) (End 1) 
- Legat, Mexico City (For info) 
I - WO (For info) 

■MjBevs ^Cc-t ^ • ' 




UTEIIFIQfra MnB 





^ ^ - > u c J / V NOT RECOSDEn y \ 





t 

11 Director, jbi 



JclsEPBtHS BAKES BODXIMI 
IS - CUBA 



l)*CMib«r to. 



1»M 



ALL INCOKMA 
HEREIN 
IPHERE SHO^ 




CEPT 




dated 



Xt/^^^^^ is the translation irtilch you requeBted by let 



The contents thereof, irtiere pertinent, must be reported 
launder appropriate captions and afforded whatever Inyestleatlve 
Pi attention is necessazy 

Disposition of the foreign language material submitted In \ 
this connection is set forth belov: 



* 5 



DcLooch 

Mohr 

Vtck 



Casper 



Eeturnad h«r«Yith« 



1 -^^exlcojCliy -* tocXosurep (2) (1 trans lat Ion and 1 re 
I -bVasblnrton Field - SdcliMurrs (2) (1 transXatioa and 




Sullivan (Attn.TOationalitles Jnielligence Section 

'' ^ ' "^vtV Bent. <1-ir<kr>«! wS+h » 




Liaison Unlt^ wit]^|l|^ppsure, sent direct 

ifiMfd^ JiM 




VBARSUTioii mm 9f»Mtm 




Vevspmp^r artlcl* eoikc«ralac JosvplilM l«k«r 9eailloa« app^ar^ 

•Tratwilty tm »Bd«iwto«<« V ^^^^^^^ . 

children and XhmXt tvo llttl* frlMds. Tli«j all drafsti. 
la aport dotbaa and tbaj praaaatad a apactacla of bimaa 
aolidarltj la Bselsa. A aaall Koraan »aabar of tba groop, ago 
14, azplalBad that tbay did aot viab to ba traatad lika ■aaaw 
placaa. Tbey abov T—vt^9 tovard affactioa. *Ta ooold Uka 
to ba aa otbar eblldraa.** loal, aga g, vaa fowid ia a traab 
oaa by a rag plcfcar ^oaaata bafora tba traab vaa loadad lata 
a truck. Tba **Taoiia da Sbaao** beard about tbla draaatie ovoat 
and raqueatad tba adoption of tba cbild obo bad alooat baaa 
bnraad to daatb. Tba obildraa vlll raaaia ia Buaaoa Airao 
vatil tba aarly part of October* vfaen tbej will ratora to - 
clasaea la Franca. Baker ia returaing today to fulfill oe»- 
racta witb Paris tbeatre and taleviaioa* ghe will ratvra 
to oor capltol in SO days to ba reunited vitb ber obildraa* 
la Baaisa sba was aet by ber hoabaad, Jo Bonilloa* 



A true apectacle of buaan solidarity took place 
: O} this afternoon at J^eiaa airport upon tba arrival of Joaepbiao 
Baker vitb ber IS adopted children and their too little friends » 
C/o vS'^''' Coeta de Karfil. Aa they deaeended froa the airplaaa 
'^'^^ohicb bad brought tbea fron Bexieo, the airport buret into a 

^ pure and alncere Joy. The dearneaa >of the day contrlbutad 
Ijj I . toward giving the reception a brilliance ohicb the little ones 
OC. |IX*deBervad • All vere dresaed ia aport clothes i Baker sore a 
LU <:r shite pullover sveater* slacks, brown sandals, glaaaes, and 
IXT O ahe carried a shite portfolio full of docuaents. Opon touching 
Argentine ground the ex-star saa samly greeted by ber busbaad 
Jo Bouillon, trbo has resided in our country for several years 
aos« The little ones displayed a reaerve tovard the affectloc 
of the public* It vas evident that they vere not pleased vitb 
the feelinga of syapatby sztended to tbea thoae pressat* 

> Afcio« a fourteea-year old Korean girl Ctbe oldest 

$ ' of the children) explained that they vere made vaeaay by people 
vb0.treat tbea like auaeua pieces. *ire vould like to be like 
other childrea,** she added seriously, "oe vould like to studyt 
flay, and live like any child.** The surprising thing vas that she 



LOSUBB d\ 




•xplained hmr r«Monlac is |^rf*ct Ctft«lllaii* Ihe «M sak«d 
vlier« slie had l«ftrn»d to speak the langiiag • of CcrYantes 00 
veil. HovevMr, eoBfiniBg her dMir« to pass vanotiesd, shs 
r.afraiaod from anaweriaf • Th# group eoasists of Loisito, ago 
is, bora la Coloabia; Joaaaolt, ago 13, froo Japta; Jarl, ago 
ld,f fro« Flaland; Voise, ago IS, from laraol; Jeaa Claodo, 
ago' 12, froa Franco ; Brahia, ago 10, froa Algeria; Marlaaa, 
ago 10, also from Algeria s lotfl, ago S, froa Costa do larfll} 
Vara, age 7, froa Toaesnelaj Mool, age 6, froa Frasco; aad tho 
tao little friends, Joaniao, age 10 aad her brother Alaia, ago 
6, both froa Costa do ■arfll. Akio, the Korean whose glasses 
give her the appoaraaco of a youog iatollectual, is tho aost 
advanced at the school of Leo Melandes, HooeTor, Voel has 
conquered the hearts of all her brothers and sisters. This is 
probably, bocauso of tho draaatie vaj is lAiich she arrived at 
Los ■olaados. 

A Paris iaa rag picker vas takiag papers and other 
itehs .froa a trash oan, Voticlng that the trash truck vas 
approachiog, ho doubled hia efforts. Just as the aaa vas 
about to leave ho found a bundle vhich ooatalood Kool. Vhoa 
Baker heard about this draaatle discovery she expressed her 
desire to the Paris authorities about adopting the child* 
Today the child, age 6, is our guest. After tolling ua this 
iapresaivo tale. Baker stated that her stay in Buenos Aires 
vottld bo a brief one. *^oaorrov aoraiag,** she said* *U vill 
depart aloao for Paris to aeet various theatrical and tele- 
vision contracts. The children vill reaaia la this city vhich 
I love so Buch antil the first part of October vhen their 
vacations vill oad and they vill rosuae classes. Within tveaty 
days I vill return to Buenos Aires to aeet thoa.** 

Baker vas asked tho reason for her trip to Cuba* 
Bho diploaatically oaeusod herself froa replyii^: **Pleaso 
forgive ae for sot discussing ay trip to Bavaaa. The truth 
is that I have a troaoadous headache.** The Legrand couplo» 
co-]^oprietors , along vith Jo Bouilloa, of a restauraat la 
Ban Xsidro, oxplaiaod that tho trip tr;;^ of the oz-U.8« 
star (aov a Preach citisoa) vas for tho purpose of obtaiaiag 
eontribations to sostaih tho costly villa of IM Bolaades, 
inhabited by soao 1»200 persons vho participiito la the vork 
of Baker. Those people coao froa the aost roaoto areas of 
tho vorld. They iaclodo Caiiaoso cooks, Italian cabiaotaakors , 
Frooch teachers, otc. The travelers arrived is laoisa aeco»- 
paaiod by S2 suitcases filled vith clothing sad personal 

Of Argoatiao caraaols la tho airport reception hall. Boao 




of theii still k«ld ia th*ir kaads ylwtle •Ating stmlla 
trcm th» plane, vbieli they were keeping aa a reaeabraaee 
of the lo&c trip. If tiae peraita, they will take a tear 
of the eapitol toaorrov aad, probably withia a fev days, aa 
oxcqraioa to the Parana Deltas 

* Before leavias the airport «e asked Baker vbat her 
oondttct rules for the childrea vera. The veary aaaa replied: 
*'F!ratemity aad uaioa instead of aeparatioa.** It vas ovideat 
that Josephine Baker« with this short phrase, vished to eoa- 
deaa facial diacrlainatioa froa which she had suffered so 
■a^h ia the country of her birth. We asked her if she respected 
her childrea's aatieaality and reliKioa. She replied: *lro« 
oaly their religion. ** After this laat ^estion, Josephias 
and her little oaea aet off for taidro. 
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On February 2, 1968, a Meeting was held at tbe 
offices of tbe Vest Side .Obrganisat ion (VSO), Cbicago, Illinois, 
for tbe purpose of affording Hurtin Lutber Xing, Jr., an 
opportunity to solicit support froa VSO aembere for tbe 
Vasbington Spring Project (VSP), being promoted and organised 
bSr' King's Soutbern Cbristian Leaderebip Conference (SCLC), 
A's publicly described by King, tbe VSP is an effort to 
^bilise large nuabers of persons in Vasbington, D.C., In 
April, 1968, in protest of alleged United States Governkent 
failure to solve tbe problems of tbe poor of tbis country* 
King did not appear and it was announced tbat bis vlfe vas ill* 
Approxinately 95 persons vere present. 

Aaong tbe guest speakers was Josepbine Baker, * 
described by source as a foraer vell-knovn entertainer,' 
ao« residing in France. Sbe stated sbe bad experienced a 
difficult tiae getting back into tbis -country* She said sbe 
b^narcbed vitb King in bis earlier aarcb on Washington, and, as 
a result, it appeared she was not wanted here. Sbe described 
tbe inportance of tbe tent-in on tbe Vbite House lawn and urged 
all those present to participate. Her remarks, according to 

source, were received by those present with no enthusiasm and no 
apparent volunteers* 

• This document contains neither r ec onunendaliDns 

aor conclusions of the FBI* It is tbe 'property 
of tbe FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
, / its contents are not to be distributed outside 

your agency* 
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JOSEPHINE BAKBR 



Other speakers were Reverend/Jft^ph Abernathy^ SCLC official, 
^ repre^senting King, and Reverend Jainea>©evel of the lb-ban Tk^ainlng 

Center ,y Chicago, ^a forme r SCIT official* ""' jj 

The WSO iB a small civil rights type grfmp^'^-'^^ 

^Iperating Chicago* s near west side« It concerns itself 
principally with employment and welfare problems of Negro 
residents of this area. 



^ - Other Information Concerning Josephine Baker 



The following articles appeared in the indicated 
editions of the Illinois Edition of ''Tbe Worker**, an east coast 
communist newspaper: 

April 22, 1951, page 8, column 5 - States in part 
that Josephine Baker insisted on singing at the ' 
J Chicago Theater only before a mixed band and that 

' she'^lso disturbed the composure of those who 

JJ " ' ^ take the view that the real gains for the Negro 

people can come only after a long, long time, - In 
her blunt, outspoken manner, she biirst the ^progess^ 
bubble which is used for hiding purposes by those 
^ who refuse to fight for liberation now, *I can see no 

progress,' she said upon touring Chicago after 22 years." 

21 July 22, 1951, page 1, column 5 - Article Quoted 

^/ statements by Josephine Baker as disclosed by Oscar 

^ C, Brown, Negro news commentator over Station WGES» 

* ^Jl Brown quoted Miss Baker as saying, "Support dynamic 

actions to save the life of Willie Mc Gee, like the 
'j protest parade being sponsored by the packinghouse 

A workers. Wires and letters to the President to save 

' :\ lie Gee are good but more forceful action is needed,** 

The article further states that Hiss Baker has previously 
h interceded for the "Martinsville Seven" and that she 

• recently visited the "Trenton Six" in their New Jersey 

prison where they face possible execution,^ 
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JOSSPHIMB BAKKE 
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^uly 82, 1951, page 1, colian 3 - ArticU states 
that Josephine Baker, iBteraationally celebratsd « 
Kegro singer, vas aaong the speakers iavitMi to 
address a Chicago r»ll7 of the United Fackinghoase 
Yorkers on April 29, 1951, to save the llf e of YilUe 
Mc Gee, the Kegro TietlB of a Kississippi "rape** 
indictment who eas scheduled to die in Jackson,. 
Mississippi, on M&y 8*' 




In its weekly edition dated February 24, 1968, 
the Chicago Defender ^Chicago newspaper, contained a auaber 
ot lAotographs of Josephine Baker and others who attended 
a' reception in her honor at the Fairfax House on Chicago's 
,«e6t side given by the YSO. It was stated that Hiss Baker 
was in gblcago in an effort to get funds for a new international 
children's school in Paris, France* 
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